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On Tuesday, August 15, we celebrate the Solemnity of the  
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

Dating back to as early as the fifth century, the Assumption is 
one of the oldest holy days in the Church. It recalls both the 
happy departure of Our Lady from this earthly life and the  
lifting of her body into heaven. It provides a foretaste of our 
own bodily resurrection at the end of time.  
 

On Nov. 1,1950, Pope Pius XII declared that it is a dogma of the 
Church “that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin 
Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was  
assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” The Assumption 
is a truth of salvation history that requires our belief and  
assent. In doing so, we imitate Christ in honoring His mother.  
 

To help us understand more about the Assumption, here is an 
informative passage from St. John Paul II: 
“Although the New Testament does not explicitly affirm Mary’s  
Assumption, it offers a basis for it because it strongly emphasized 
the Blessed Virgin’s perfect union with Jesus’ destiny. This union, 
which is manifested, from the time of the Savior’s miraculous  
conception, in the Mother’s participation in her Son’s mission and 
especially in her association with His redemptive sacrifice, cannot 
fail to require a continuation after death. Perfectly united with the 
life and saving work of Jesus, Mary shares His heavenly destiny in 
body and soul.”   
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

One of our major fund-raisers throughout the year 
is our golf  tournament. Chances are, you will see 
many more tournaments in the area as the  
summer months continue. However, few have 
reached the level of success of the Frank Caprara 
Memorial Golf Tournament. This success is a  

result of the tremendous support of the Caprara family and the  
extremely hard work of the golf tournament committee, led by board 
member and past board President Thomas J. Bruno, Sr. Tom and his 
team make it look easy, but I can assure you it is not. Sponsors need 
to be contacted, volunteer workers need to be organized, prizes need 
to be collected and golfers need to be encouraged to play. The last 
putt in this year’s tournament barely had time to fall into the cup 
before Tom was already planning next year’s event. Fellow board 
member Billy Caprara likes to remind me that his Dad was never 
much of a fan of golf. Fortunately for us, he was a very big fan of the 
Sacred Heart Foundation. Our success each year is directly  
attributable to Tom, Billy, and all the board members, Foundation 
staff, volunteers, and community leaders who make this event  
possible. Thank you. We appreciate your support and hope to see 
you on the course again in 2024.  

Planned Giving 
    Are you turning 73 this year? Has your financial institution told you that 
you have to take a required minimum distribution from your IRA? Are you 
thinking to yourself, “I don’t really need that money”? If so, it may make sense 
to call your financial advisor and ask her to set up a charitable  
distribution directly from your IRA. 
    Individuals over age 70 1/2 can donate up to $100,000 from an IRA directly 
to a qualified charity without triggering any federal income taxes. Under the 
qualified charitable distributions provision, you request a distribution from 
your IRA and provide your financial advisor with the name and address of the 
qualifying charity. The distribution can be sent directly to the charity of your 
choice…like the Sacred Heart Foundation! 
    There are a number of potential tax benefits to you for making a charitable 
contribution directly from your IRA. (1) Income tax on the distribution is 
avoided, even if you do not itemize deductions and even if your gifts exceed 
the percentage of income limits for charitable deductions. (2) The distribution 
does not increase your adjusted gross income for purposes of reducing  
itemized deductions, nor does it limit the amount of deductible medical  
expenses or miscellaneous itemized deductions or increase the taxation of 
your Social Security benefits. (3) If the state you live in determines taxable  
income based on federal adjusted gross income, there is no state income tax 
on the distribution, even if the state does not allow the charitable deduction. 
    Maybe now is the time to speak to your financial advisor or tax  
professional to see if a donation directly from your IRA to the Sacred Heart 
Foundation, makes sense for you. 



 

Getting to Know Those You Support 
Fr. Joseph Christy Yesudass, MSC currently resides in Riverside, California. Fr. Joseph tells us 
what attracted him to the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart “The Devotion and the Spirituality of 
the Sacred Heart are deeply rooted in our family which attracted me to the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart.  I also liked to be a Missionary.” During his free time, Fr. Joseph enjoys cooking and 
filming videos for you evangelizing through devotional songs. Some of his hobbies include  
singing, playing guitar, and painting. Fr. Joseph is going for intensive Spanish studies. 

Kirata Baare is from Wailku, Fiji. Kirata tells us what attracted him to the Missionaries of the  
Sacred Heart “There are two things that attracted me to the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart right 
from the beginning of my journey. Firstly, the community life lived out by its members everywhere 
and secondly the simple life of confreres.” During his free time, Kirata enjoys making people laugh. 
Some of his hobbies include music, like playing the ukulele. Kirata is in his sixth year of Theology. 

Please keep Fr. Joseph and Kirata as well as all of our scholarship recipients in your prayers as they continue their studies. 
Thank you for all your support. It is through your donations that we are able to provide the financial  

support they need.  

Meet Deacon Douglas Schirmer 
 

This summer we welcomed Douglas Schirmer back to the Diocese of Ogdensburg to be ordained as a  
Transitional Deacon.  The celebration took place on May 27 in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Ogdensburg, NY. We 
were very fortunate to have him assigned to Blessed Sacrament Parish for the summer, serving St. Patrick’s, 
Holy Family and St. Anthony’s Churches. Deacon Doug, who resides in Ogdensburg, grew up in the  
Midwest, the son of an Anglican priest.  His mother converted to Catholicism when he was a teenager. And 
his maternal grandparents were missionaries in Africa on-and-off for decades.  After much consideration, 
he felt that God was calling him to become a Roman Catholic priest. We got to know him better when he 
played golf in the SHF Annual Golf Tournament in June with the K of C Team.  And we hope he will return 
to play again with us next year…and perhaps even become involved in other aspects of the SHF.  Next year, 
Deacon Schirmer will return to the Diocese to be ordained a priest.  He will be assigned to a parish  
somewhere in the Diocese, bringing with him his beautiful speaking voice, his meaningful and inspiring 
homilies and his dedication and love for the faith. Have a great year, Deacon Doug. You are in our prayers.  

Meet Tyler Fitzgerald 
My name is Tyler Fitzgerald, I am a seminarian of the Diocese of Ogdensburg assigned to the Catholic 
Community of Cape Vincent, Rosiere, and Chaumont this summer. I just completed my first year of 
graduate theology studies at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pennsylvania and will return late August 
for another year of formation in preparing to serve the faithful of the Diocese of Ogdensburg. I entered 
seminary out of high school in 2018 and completed my undergraduate studies at the Pontifical College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, where I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy and Humanities 
in May 2022. I hail from the small town of Madrid, New York and my home parish is St. John the  
Baptist. I was baptized and began my religious education and formation at the Church of the Visitation 
in Norfolk, New York, which I affectionately label as my “other home parish.” This is a particularly 
unique assignment for me this summer as the pastor of Cape Vincent, Rosiere, and Chaumont, Fr.  
Raymond Diesbourg, MSC, is not a diocesan priest! Although I am not formally a missionary or belong 
to a religious order, I nonetheless appreciate the opportunity to spend time with the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart, learning about their mission, history, and above all, zeal for the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Please continue to pray for an increase of vocations to the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart as well as to 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  



 

Credit Card Payment Form 
All information must be provided for processing. Credit card information is kept confidential. 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________ 
 

Billing Address:______________________________________________________________________________  
 

City:____________________________     State:___________      Zip:____________ 
 

Phone:______________________________      E-mail:_______________________________________________ 
 

Credit Card Information 
( )Visa     ( )MC     ( )AmEx     ( )Discover     Amount: $__________ 
 

Card #:_______________________________________________     Exp. Date:____/____     CVV:_______ 

I wish to purchase  

______ dinner tickets at $50 per person.  
 
Total $__________ ( ) Payment enclosed 
 
Dinner choice:  
# ______Beef # ______Chicken #______Vegetarian 
 
____I am making a donation in lieu of tickets. 
 
___$25 ___$100 ___$200 ___$500 ____other 
 
______Please mail my tickets to me.   ______ Pick up at door 

Mail to:  Sacred Heart Foundation Annual Benefit Dinner 320 West Lynde Street, Watertown, NY 13601 

Purchase your Annual Benefit Dinner Tickets! 

Notice of Annual Membership Meeting 
 

TO: Members of the Sacred Heart Foundation 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Sacred Heart Foundation will be held Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at the  
Hilton Garden Inn, Watertown, NY 7:00 PM Annual Meeting and Dinner. 

Members will: 
Vote for the election of the Directors of the Sacred Heart Foundation 
 

For a three-year term ending December 31, 2026:    Todd Murrock Mark Thompson  
Thomas J. Bruno   Francee Calarco 
 

Receive a report on the finances and activities of the Sacred Heart Foundation. 

Sacred Heart  
Foundation 

 

Presents the 
 

50th Annual  
Benefit Dinner 

 

Tuesday,  
September 26, 2023 
Hilton Garden Inn,  

6:00 p.m. Social Hour  
7:00 p.m. Dinner 
$50.00 per person 
Dinner Choice –  
Chicken, Beef,  
or Vegetarian 

 

Tickets can be purchased by 
contacting the Sacred Heart 

Foundation office, or by  
contacting an SHF board or 
honorary council member. 

Meet this year’s guest speaker, Most Rev. Bishop Terry LaValley 
Bishop LaValley, the second of six children of Ronald (deceased) and  
Doris LaValley, is a native of Mooers Forks, NY and was raised in St. 
Ann's Parish. He was born on March 26, 1956 and completed his primary 
and secondary education at Mooers Central in Mooers, NY and  
Northeastern Clinton Central School in Champlain, NY. He received a 
B.A. from the University of the State of New York and a Certificate of 
Studies in Philosophy from Wadhams Hall Seminary-College. Prior to his 
entrance into Wadhams Hall Seminary-College in January 1983, Bishop 

LaValley served a six-year tour of duty with the United States Navy. He completed the Pre
-Theology Program at Wadhams Hall in May 1984 and received his Master of Divinity  
degree from Christ the King Seminary in East Aurora in May 1988. The bishop was  
ordained to the Diaconate on February 27, 1988 and to the Priesthood on September 24, 
1988 by Bishop Stanislaus J. Brzana. In 1992, the bishop began studies in Canon Law at St. 
Paul's University in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada where he was awarded his M.C.L. and J.C.L 
in May 1994. On May 28, 2009, the College of Consultors elected Bishop LaValley as  
Diocesan Administrator, upon the installation of the Most Reverend Robert J.  
Cunningham as Bishop of Syracuse. The bishop continued as the Diocesan Administrator 
until his Ordination and Installation as the 14th Bishop of Ogdensburg on Friday, April 30, 
2010. Please join us in welcoming Rev. Bishop Terry LaValley as this year’s guest speaker. 
We look forward to hearing his message. 



 

Pictures from this year’s tournament are available for 
viewing on our website, sacredheartfoundation.com/golf. 
You can also find these pictures on our Facebook page. 



 

Msgr. Robert Aucoin 
David & Mary Bell 
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So far for 2023, the Sacred Heart Foundation has 323 members. Below are members who’s dues were received from  
March 15, 2023 to July 10, 2023. Your membership tells the world you are a member of our team! 

If there are any questions, please call the office at (315) 782-3344 or email mail@sacredheartfoundation.com 

Member Name:_________________________________________________    Phone Number:______________________________________  

Address:_________________________________________________________ City:______________________ State:_______ Zip:__________  

Email:_______________________________________________________________________________________  

Additional Member/Spouse Name:________________________________________________________________________  

Membership dues are $10 per person, per year. However, you may wish to increase your level of giving.  

Please check: _____$10 _____$20 _____$30   Other: $__________ 

My payment of $__________ is enclosed (make checks payable to Sacred Heart Foundation).  

Charge my credit card $__________       _____Visa _____MasterCard _____AmEx _____Discover  

________________________________________________    ________________    __________    ____________________________________  

Card Number                        Exp. Date             CVV                           Signature 

Sacred Heart Foundation Membership Application 
320 West Lynde Street, Watertown, NY 13601   (315) 782-3344 

A very special Thank You to those who contribute more than the minimum dues each year. Your generosity is a 
blessing to the Foundation. 

-Julie Hutchins, Membership Committee Chair 

Sacred Heart Foundation Benefactors 
Sr. Helen Hermann, SSJ 

Mr. & Mrs. James Kavanaugh 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Martocci 

Mr. William McGurrin 

Mrs. Virginia Palumbo 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Petroff 

Ms. Helen Sciarra 
Dcn. Bernard Slate 

Mr. Edward Sweeny 
Watertown Lodge No. 496 BPO Elks 

Ms. Dorothy Wirth 

Annual Individual Membership is $10/person 
Membership year is April 1 to March 31.  
If you can contribute more than the $10 membership fee, your generosity will be most appreciated.  Membership 
includes the following: 
 Remembrance in the daily prayers and good works of MSC’s 
 Membership Card 
 Newsletters 
 Eligibility to vote at the annual meeting 
 Every membership supports our mission of providing financial assistance to MSC students 



 

DONOR                     ____                    IN LOVING MEMORY DONOR                              ____           IN LOVING MEMORY 

Dcn. Bernard Slate ............................................ Barbara Robinson 
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Perciaccante ........................ Barbara Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark ....................................... Carol Mangini 
Mr. David Kamide ........................................... Christopher Kamide 
Dcn. Bernard Slate ......................................................... Clara Reff 
Ms. Mary Catherine White .................................... Cosima McCabe 
Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell ............................................ Emily Franz 
Mr. & Mrs. John Monigan .................................. Evelyn Cartwright 
Mrs. Mary Anne Hanley ............................................. Gary L. Rock 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Geng ............................................... Gary Salmon 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gracey ................................ Grace Normander 
Mr. Frank Reff ............................................................. Helen West 
Mr. & Mrs. William Heldt ............................................ Helen West 
Mr. & Mrs. Mary Pelton ............................... Herbert M. Pelton, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Flynn ............................. James Fitzpatrick, Jr. 
Mrs. Bev Hennigan ....................................................... James West 
Mr. Edward Montrois ........................................... Jane D. Montrois 
Mr. & Mrs. John McGowan .............................John A. Kennedy, Jr. 
Mrs. Roseanne Laverty ....................................John A. Kennedy, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Brady ............................. John A. Kennedy, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. William Flynn ......................... Joseph G. R. Martel, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. David Delles ............................. Kathleen Ann Gregory 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Brady .................................. Kenneth D. Leon 
Ms. Ruth Seaman ............................................ Kenneth Thompson 
Mr. Paul Trimper ..................................................... Lynn Trimper 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bruno .............................. Margaret Gebhardt 
Dr. & Mrs. Francis Farrell ................................ Mark Peter O’Dea 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark .......................................... Marty Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark ................................ Mary Jane Derrigo 
Mr. & Mrs. William Heldt ....................................... Mary Leonard 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McCabe ..................................... Mary Newman 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McCabe ..................................... Mary Newman 
Mrs. Patricia B. McIlroy ............................................ Mary Soares 
Mrs. Roxanne Pratt ................................................ Michael Katon 
Ms. Ruth Seaman ............................................. Michael O’Driscoll 
Mr. & Mrs. John Morgia .........................................Patricia Atchie 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Schwendy .................................Patricia Golden 
Mr. Frank Reff ..............................................Paul F. Fitzgerald, Jr. 
Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Brady ............................Paul F. Fitzgerald, Jr. 
Mrs. Bev Hennigan .......................................Paul F. Fitzgerald, Jr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Reese ............................................ Paul M. Reese 
Ms. Mary Bibey ............................................................ Paul Reese 
Mr. & Mrs. William Flynn ............................................ Paul Reese 
Mrs. Roxanne Pratt .......................................... Philip B. Pratt, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs, Andre Capone ........................................ Rita Bronson 
Mrs. Roseanne Laverty ......................................... Sandra Vaughn 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph McCabe ............................................ Sean Lyng 
Mr. & Mrs. James Farrell ........................................ Smitt Gleason 
Mrs. Catherine Carr .............................. Sr. M. Maurice Black, SSJ 
Mr. & Mrs. John Monigan .......................................... Susan Allen 
Mr. & Mrs. William Flynn ............................Thelma McManaman 
Mrs. Bev Hennigan .......................................Thelma McManaman 
Mr. & Mrs. Duane Schwendy ......................... Theresa Woodhouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Grace ......................................Tom St. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. David Delles ..................................... William Freeman 
Mr. Frank Reff .................................................... William Murrock 
Mrs. Bev Hennigan ............................................. William Murrock 
Mr. John Gaffney ................................................ William Murrock 
Mrs. Janice Coseo ............................................... William Murrock 
Sacred Heart Foundation .................................... William Murrock 

Thinking of You 
Thinking of you Fr. Donald Robinson 

By Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Pearson 
 

Thinking of you Fr. Steve Murray 
“Happy Birthday” 

By Mr. & Mrs. William Heldt 

Thinking of you Carter Pierce 
By Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kirchgessner 

 

Thinking of you Douglas Schirmer 
By Mr. & Mrs. Bill Kirchgessner 

In Recognition ~ In Honor ~ In Celebration ~ Thank You 
In Recognition of Mel Busler 
By Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Pearson 

 

In Recognition of Mel Busler 
By Mrs. Bev Hennigan 

 

In Recognition of Msgr. Paul Whitmore 
“Happy 94th Birthday” 

By Mr. & Mrs. William Heldt 
 

In Recognition of  
Sr. Diane Marie Ulsamer, SSJ 

By Mr. & Mrs. Michael Clark 

In Recognition of Fr. Leo Wiley 
“Happy Birthday” 

Mr. & Mrs. William Heldt 
 

In Recognition of Rev. Robert L. Decker 
“40th Anniversary of Priesthood” 

By Dcn. Bernard Slate 
 

In Recognition of  
Fr. Ray Diesbourg, MSC 
“Happy 76th Birthday” 
By Mr. Arthur Montondo 

In Recognition of Fr. Pierre Aubin, MSC 
“65 Years of Priesthood” 
By Mr. Arthur Montondo 

 

In Recognition of Fr. Pierre Aubin, MSC 
“65th Anniversary of Ordination” 

By Mrs. Bev Hennigan 
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Electronic Newsletter Form 
I wish to receive an electronic copy of the newsletter. 
Name___________________________________________ Phone Number:_____________________________ 
Mailing Address:________________________________________ City:__________________________ State:_________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________________ 
If there is anyone else that you would like to receive an electronic copy of our newsletter, please 
provide their contact information below. 
Name:__________________________________________ Phone Number:______________________________ 
Mailing Address:________________________________________ City:__________________________ State:_________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________________ 

Mission Statement 
The Sacred Heart Foundation spreads the word of God by raising funds that provide financial assistance for the  

education of those studying to be priests and brothers of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart anywhere in the world.  

Online orders are mailed the next business day to the recipient for your convenience. Each time you use a Sacred 
Heart Foundation card, you support our mission. 

www.sacredheartfoundation.com 


